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The Washington State Transportation Commission and the Washington State Department 
of Transportation are in the process of updating the Washington Transportation Plan.  
This long range plan is based on data analysis and is focused on ten issues: System 
Preservation, System Effi ciencies, Safety, Transportation Access, Bottlenecks and 
Chokepoints, Economy and Jobs, Moving Freight, Future Visions, Health and Environment 
and Funding and Governance. This plan will shape future transportation budget proposals.

collisions.  Two elements of operations – Incident 
Response Teams and Traveler Information 
Systems – play a key role in highway safety.  
Incident Response Teams help clear the road and 
direct traffi c when incidents happen and reduce 
the risk of secondary collisions in the backup.  
Traveler Information Systems provide motorists 
with real-time traffi c information that allows them 
to make informed travel decisions.  

Roadway design and construction
Safety improvements are incorporated in 
WSDOT projects in many different ways – from 
the major improvement projects that add lanes or 
build interchange connections – to small projects 
that add a left-turn lane to address a specifi c 
problem.  

Combined Average for 21 Safety Projects
Collisions Per Year

All Types
Property

Damage Only
Injury
Fatal

Before 15.5 8.8 6.7
After 9.7 5.5 4.2

Responsibility for programs and projects in the 
highway safety area is widely shared. At the state 
level, the Washington Traffi c Safety Commission 
is a consortium of local and state organizations 
responsible for reducing death, injuries, and 
economic losses resulting from motor vehicle 
collisions. All of these groups, associations, and 
public agencies work together not to prevent 
all traffi c collisions, but to make them more 
survivable. 

What The Data Are Telling Us

Despite declines, fatalities continue to be a serious problem
The number of deaths on Washington’s roadways has declined over the 
past several years.  Even so, more than 600 people die in collisions in 
Washington State each year – an unacceptable number despite our 
progress.

On Washington’s highway system, collisions of all types (non-injury, other 
injury, disabling injury, and fatal) have gone up since 1980, from 34,662 in 
1980 to 50,157 in 2002, an increase of 45 percent. However the fatality rate 
in the chart below has tended to steadily decline from 1915 forward.

The societal cost of motor vehicle collisions for all roadways (state, 
county, city, tribal, and federal) is estimated at $5.6 billion annually.   
Although fatal collisions make up only 2.5 percent of the total number of 
collisions, they account for 54 percent of the total societal costs. 

Emerging Directions

• Behavioral approaches will be a signifi cant part 
of the strategy to address impaired driving, seat 
belt use, speeding, aggressive driving, and other 
contributing driver behaviors.  WSDOT and the 
Washington Traffi c Safety Commission are 
working together to evaluate the effectiveness of 
potential behavioral countermeasures.

• Roadway Environment - safety conditions 
on rural two-lane roadways can and should 
be addressed. Strategies such as increased 
enforcement, centerline and edge rumble-strips, 
and improved shoulders and roadsides are 
being evaluated.  Also, median cable barriers 
and rumble-strips on Interstates are proving to 
be cost-effective solutions.

• Pedestrians, bicyclists, and motorcyclists 
are disproportionately represented in fatality 
rates and need to be addressed in the safety 
strategy.

• Stepped up efforts to prevent railroad trespassing, 
such as Operation Lifesaver, are needed.

• Improved weather information access at general 
aviation airports will help pilots make good fl ight 
decisions.

• Better understanding of data should help target 
safety efforts where they will have the most 
effect.

How do we make transportation systems and 
facilities throughout the state safer for their 
users?

Transportation safety is a paramount concern in all forms of 
transportation: airplanes, ferries, buses, trains, roadways, marine 
ports, bicycles, and pedestrians. The data tell us that roadway 
safety, including bicyclists and pedestrians, is our biggest concern, 
accounting for 600 annual fatalities. Because of this most of the 
discussion that follows is focused on understanding our roadway 
safety issue, followed by a brief summary of safety concerns of other 
modes. In addition, transportation system security is an area that has 
recently moved into the forefront of public concern.




